Names and Formulas for Compounds

When 2 or more elements combine chemically they form a compound.

Naming Compounds 

1.  Write the metal name first

2.  Write the non-metal name second

3.  Change the ending to “ide”

Example:   NaF , sodium fluoride
Compound Formulas

1.  Write the metal symbol
2.  Write the non-metal symbol
3.  Write the charge (e.g. +1) above each element
4.  Switch the numbers, drop the charge, and write
     the numbers below each element (subscripts)
Example: Magnesium and Chlorine

  

  
Mg  
      Cl  

 

Mg +2    Cl -1   


       Mg1          Cl2   


The “1” is understood and not written. Therefore, MgCl2
Note: When the subscripts are the same, they divide out,
Example:  Mg2O2 becomes MgO
Try:  Calcium and Nitrogen

